














21

Mr Wharton, your involvement with the veterinary profession 
has spanned over 60 years. In this time you have been an 
outstanding ambassador for the profession and latterly the VBF, 
been a popular and well respected Board Director and made 
an enormous contribution to the running and financial stability 
of the Veterinary Benevolent Fund. We testify to this and your 
notable achievements in conferring upon you a VBF Fellowship.’

Mr Wharton thanked the Board for the award and paid tribute 
to the Members of the Fund he had worked with over the 
years, in particular Mr Loxham. 

7. Special resolutions
Dr Rutter explained the reasoning behind both the proposed 
special resolutions: 

The expansion of the Fund’s objectives in the a)	
Memorandum of Association in order to help veterinary 
surgeons in financial hardship who had been on the 
RCVS Register in the past, but who were no longer on it at 
the time of their application for assistance, was thought 
necessary because there had been some recent serious 
cases where the Fund was not able to provide financial 
support because the applicant was not on the RCVS Register. 
 
The Directors would still apply a ‘deserving and 
necessitous’ criteria to all applicants. It was the policy of the 
Board not to provide assistance to any veterinary surgeon 
that had brought the profession into disrepute. 

The amendment of the Articles of Association to introduce b)	
a maximum term of office that each Director could serve 
was recommended good governance. 

Pursuant to section 283 of the Companies Act 2006, the 
members of the Company passed the following resolutions as 
special resolutions:
THAT the Company’s Memorandum of Association be altered 
by deleting sub-clause 3(a) and replacing it with the following 
new clause:

‘a) providing financial and other assistance to deserving veterinary 
surgeons in need who are or have been on the Registers (including 
those on the Supplementary Veterinary Register) held by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons; ’

THAT the Articles of Association produced to the meeting and 
initialled by the Chairman for the purpose of identification 
be and are hereby adopted as the Company’s Articles of 
Association in substitution for and to the entire exclusion of the 
Company’s existing Articles of Association.

The special resolutions was proposed by Mr Wickham, 
seconded by Dr Lewis and unanimously agreed. 

There being no further business, the President thanked all 
those present for attending and declared the meeting closed.

Mr Mark Wharton (right) after 
being conferred with the first 
ever Fellowship of the Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, for his enormous 
contribution to the running and 
financial stability of the Fund 
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